
  

 
 
 
 
 

THE MUSICSTART SERVICE 

What is Musicstart and how do I get access to it? 

Musicstart is a service that issues a certificate establishing the anteriority of your works 
(texts/lyrics and/or compositions and/or arrangements, etc.) in order to prove your 
authorship. It can be used in case of litigation (copyright violation, etc.). 

Musicstart is a service based on blockchain technology, which guarantees the validity 
of the certificate over time (the information linked to the work - such as the fingerprint 
of the recorded file - remains "anchored" in the blockchain with no time limit).  

If you are a member of Sacem, you can access Musicstart for free from your member 
account on sacem.fr (> My dashboard > Protect a work with Musicstart). 

Otherwise, you can access Musicstart from musicstart.fr or musicstart.com. 

Why did we choose blockchain technology? 

Blockchain is a technology that allows information to be stored and transmitted 
transparently, securely and without a central control body. It resembles a large 
database that contains the history of all exchanges between its users since its creation. 

Blockchain technology enables us to offer a listing solution that is: 

• fast (certificates are delivered in a few hours) 

• easy to use (listing a work in Musicstart takes less than 2 minutes) 

• inexpensive 

• valid forever (the information anchored in the blockchain is immutable, with no 
end date). 

We decided to use technology from Tezos, an eco-friendly, francophone blockchain 
that uses a low-energy algorithm.  

What is the link between Musicstart, URights and Sacem? 

Musicstart is a service offered by the company URights, a subsidiary of Sacem. 
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PROOF OF ANTERIORITY 

What is the purpose of proof of anteriority? 

To prove that you are the author of your work. For example, in the event of a dispute, 
an accusation of counterfeiting or if one of your works has been copied or adapted 
without your authorisation, your certificate, which is time-stamped, will enable you to 
prove the date of creation of your work and that you were involved in its creation at that 
time.  

Proof of anteriority only concerns files recorded on Musicstart. 

Note: there are other pieces of evidence you can gather in addition to the certificate, 
for example, a screenshot of a broadcast of your work on a platform (if your identity 
and quality of author are indicated). 

If you were used to use more traditional means to obtain a proof of the anteriority for 
your works (sending a registered letter to yourself for example), you will find the 
equivalent with Musicstart (and even better, because your Musicstart certificate is 
secure and without time limit). You will also save time: listing your work will take less 
than 2 minutes! 

Is it better to wait until my work is finished to list it on Musicstart? 

Not at all! You can record different versions of your work even if it continues to be 
improved, adjusted, etc. Making several recordings during the process of creating the 
work can even be an asset in the event of a dispute: it will tend to prove your 
involvement and investment throughout the creation process. 

Are my certificates valid in countries other than France? 

Your Musicstart certificates can be used as evidence internationally (in principle, at 
least in the countries that have signed the Berne Convention i.e., more than 170 
countries). 

Please note additional steps may need to be taken in some territories. In the United 
States in particular, it is still advisable to make a parallel registration with the Copyright 
Office. 

What happens to my files and certificates once I save them? 

All the files and certificates you recorded are stored at URights. 

If you are not a member of Sacem, your certificates and files will only be deleted if you 
cancel your account (see also the question "Do I still have access to my certificates 
and files even if I cancel my subscription?").  

Only part of the information, the "fingerprint" of your listing, is immutably anchored in 
the Tezos blockchain. This is the fingerprint that appears on the certificate. 

https://www.copyright.gov/
https://www.copyright.gov/
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Remember to keep copies of your files in parallel (without modifying them). They must 
be the same as those used for your listing.  

How do I reconstitute my proof of anteriority? 

You can reconstitute your proof of anteriority by following the procedure detailed on 
the back of each certificate. This involves obtaining a hash* identical to the one 
provided on the certificate of anteriority, from the data entered when your work was 
listed. The identity of the two hashes demonstrates that the data from which the new 
hash was constructed is the same as that provided when the certificate was generated, 
thus providing proof of anteriority.  

*Hash: a digital identifier or fingerprint stored in the blockchain to identify the original 
data. 

What would happen to my files and certificates if Musicstart and/or 
URights were to disappear? 

One of the advantages of the blockchain is that it anchors information immutably, with 
no end date, regardless of the longevity of Musicstart or URights. You will always be 
able to prove the anteriority of your work if you have the certificate, the file (which must 
be similar in every way to the one you listed with Musicstart) and of course the 
information that accompanies it (title of the work, name of each of the co-authors, etc.). 

Does listing a work on Musicstart entitle me to royalties? 

No, Musicstart only issues a certificate allowing you to provide proof of the date of 
creation of your work.   

If you are a member of Sacem, recording a work on Musicstart does not entitle you to 
receive royalties. You must register your work from your member account (> My 
dashboard > Register a work online) as soon as the title of your work is definitive, all 
the participants have been identified and the royalties split has been finalised, and as 
soon as possible before the first listening or broadcast.  

Note: Musicstart replaces provisional works registrations. 

If you are not a member of Sacem, subscribing to an offer with Musicstart does not 
entail membership to Sacem, which is responsible for collecting and distributing 
royalties to its members. To join Sacem and access Musicstart for free, click here.  

USING THE SERVICE 

Does Musicstart cost money? 

The Musicstart service is offered free of charge to all Sacem members. You can access 
it from your member account on sacem.fr (> My dashboard > Protect a work with 

https://createurs-editeurs.sacem.fr/en/join-sacem
https://createurs-editeurs.sacem.fr/en/authentication
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Musicstart). 

If you are not a member of Sacem, a first recording is offered for any account created 
(offer valid within 30 days following the account creation). 

Then you have two ways to access the service:  

• the "Single deposit” offer with a single payment of €3.99 which allows you to 
register a single file. You will have to choose to record the lyrics of your work, 
or the musical composition, or the sound file. In this case, the proof of anteriority 
will only concern the file you recorded. 

• the "Unlimited deposits” offer with a monthly subscription of €4.99 (no 
commitment), which allows you to record as many files as you want.  

I am a member of Sacem, can I use Musicstart? 

Yes, the Musicstart service is offered free of charge to all Sacem members. You can 
access it from your member account on sacem.fr (> My dashboard > Protect a work 
with Musicstart). 

This service replaces provisional works registrations.  

Pease note: listing a work on Musicstart does not entitle you to receive royalties. You 
must register your work with Sacem as soon as the title is definitive, all the participants 
are identified and the royalty split is finalised, and as soon as possible before the first 
listening or broadcasting. 

Can I change the information I entered when I registered my work 
afterwards? 

No, because that is the principle of the blockchain: once the information is set in stone, 
it is unalterable. On the other hand, you can save a new file containing updated 
information and receive a new certificate. In general, whenever you make changes to 
your work, you should generate a new certificate. This underlines your role and 
involvement at every stage of creation. 

Where can I see the index of works I have listed with Musicstart?  

An index of the works you have listed is available in the Musicstart service, under "My 
creations".  

Please note: if you are a member of Sacem, your Musicstart recordings do not appear 
in the "Consult my works" and "Download my works" sections of your member account. 
Only works registered with Sacem (title, participants, rights sharing, etc.) appear in 
these services. 

 

https://createurs-editeurs.sacem.fr/en/authentication
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I am a member of Sacem and had got used to making provisional 
works registrations. What should I do now? 

Provisional works registrations have been removed and replaced by Musicstart. It is 
no longer possible to make provisional works registrations with Sacem. Musicstart 
becomes the dedicated service for obtaining proof of anteriority for your works.  

The index of works recorded with Musicstart is accessible in the "My creations" section 
of Musicstart. However, your old provisional works registrations remain preserved and 
visible in the "Consult my works" and "Download my works" sections of your member 
account on sacem.fr.  

Don't forget, in parallel to your Musicstart recordings, you must register your works with 
Sacem to allow the distribution of your royalties when they are listened to or 
broadcasted.  

I want to register an arrangement of a public domain work. Do I have 
to mention the name of the creator of the public domain work?   

If you use a public domain work to make an arrangement, you can record the 
arrangement in Musicstart without mentioning the name(s) of the creator(s) of the 
public domain work you have arranged.  

However:  

• when you register the arrangement of a public domain work with Sacem, you 
will need to fill in the registration form naming the author of the work arranged 
and attach the arrangement scores. These will be examined by Sacem's Music 
Services teams to verify your creative contribution.  

• The creator of a work in the public domain retains his or her right to authorship, 
even after the work has entered into the public domain. So if you make an 
arrangement of a work in the public domain, the creator of the work must be 
mentioned in any exploitation of the arrangement.  

I am a publisher. Can I use Musicstart? 

Yes, publishers can use Musicstart. When you list a work in Musicstart, you select the 
“publisher” role, and you must fill in all the participants: authors and/or composers. 

Can I cancel my Unlimited deposits subscription to Musicstart? 

If you are not a member of Sacem, the subscription we offer is a monthly formula with 
no commitment. You can therefore cancel it at any time from your personal Musicstart 
account by clicking on the "Cancel" button in the "My Contracts" tab.  

Please note: your subscription will end as soon as your cancellation is confirmed, and 
no refund will be given (any month started is due).  
 

https://createurs-editeurs.sacem.fr/authentification
https://createurs-editeurs.sacem.fr/authentification
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Do I still have access to my certificates and files even if I terminate 
my subscription? 

If you are not a member of Sacem, your certificates and files will always remain 
accessible and downloadable within your Musicstart account, even if you decide to 
terminate your subscription or if you have only made one recording via the "Single 
Deposit" offer a long time ago.  

Should you request the complete deletion of your Musicstart account, we will delete all 
your personal information (and those of the co-authors that you designated at the time 
of the listing) as well as your certificates and files. You will therefore have to download 
all your certificates and files before the deletion request and store them using your own 
means. 

 
 
 
 
 


